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Description 

PACKAGE WITH APERTURE THROUGH 

PRODUCT CODE 

Cross Reference to Related Applications 

[0001] The present application claims benefit of U.S. provisional 

application, Ser. No. 60/482,680, filed Jun. 26, 2003, 

which is hereby incorporated herein by reference in its 

entirety. 
Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention relates generally to product pack- 
aging and, more particularly, to retail packaging that in- 
volves the use of bar codes on the packaging and that is 
hung up on pegboard extension hooks or other hook pro- 
trusions. 
Background of the Invention 

[0003] The use of bar codes on retail products has become al- 
most universal. Such bar codes are read by checkout 
scanners which correlate the code that is detected by the 



scanner with price and product information. This has 
greatly expedited the checkout process at retail stores. 
However, checkout clerks may still spend an undesirable 
amount of time searching for the bar code on a given re- 
tail item so that it can be scanned. This slows down the 
checkout process, which decreases efficiency and often 
times displeases customers. 

[0004] The use of bar code labels on retail products has also suf- 
fered from other disadvantages in the past. In many in- 
stances, the manufacturer of the retail item wishes to uti- 
lize as much available space on the packaging for provid- 
ing graphics, printed information, pictures, and other vi- 
sual material that is meant to be viewed by the consumer. 
The manufacturer of the product, however, has been 
forced in the past to set aside a certain amount of space 
on the packaging for the printing of the bar code. The bar 
code thus reduces the amount of space that the manufac- 
turer of the product has available for printing other infor- 
mation or pictures. 

[0005] The desire can therefore be seen for product packaging 
that sacrifices less space to bar codes, reduces the time 
checkout clerks must spend looking for the bar codes, 
and provides more space for the manufacturer of the 



product to place other graphical information. 
Summary of Invention 

[0006] The present invention provides a package and method for 
packaging that reduces some of the aforementioned diffi- 
culties. The package and method of the present invention 
provides a hanging hole or aperture through the price or 
product code printed or otherwise formed on the package, 
so that the product identification code can be readily 
found by a person at a checkout counter or the like. 

[0007] According to one aspect of the invention, a hang-up 

package for retail items is provided. The package includes 
a panel having a front side and a back side. An enclosure 
is attached to the panel and encloses the retail item. A bar 
code is printed on the front side of the panel and an aper- 
ture is defined in the panel in a location that passes 
through the bar code. The aperture is adapted to receive a 
hook for hanging the package. 

[0008] According to other aspects of the present invention, the 

bar code is adapted to be read by a machine at a checkout 
counter and to provide information to the machine that 
enables the machine to determine the price of the retail 
item. The bar code may be a universal product code. The 
panel may be made out of cardboard and the enclosure 



may be made out of plastic. The aperture may be circular 
or non-circular. The panel may include information about 
the retail item printed thereon in a location outside of the 
bar code. The retail item may be a flowable material that 
is housed within the enclosure, or any other item that may 
be positioned within the enclosure. The enclosure may be 
a pouch, a plastic bubble, a shrink-wrap cover, or any 
other type of material that can be used to define a space 
for a product. The aperture in the panel may have a height 
that is less than one half of the height of the bar code. 
The aperture may also be positioned generally midway 
between each end of the bar code. 
[0009] The retail package of the present invention positions the 
bar code in a location that heretofore has never been used 
for placement of a bar code. Specifically, the bar code is 
placed around the aperture defined in the package which 
receives a hook for hanging the package on the hook. The 
aperture is preferably sized such that it does not interfere 
with the reading of the bar code to the extent that auto- 
matic scanners can no longer read the bar code. Because 
bar codes have never been placed around such apertures 
in the past, this allows the bar code to be shifted to this 
new location, thereby freeing up other space on the pack- 



age for providing printed information and the like. The 
store checkout clerk also has a reference point in locating 
the UPC markings at the top portion of the package with- 
out searching. This formerly "useless" graphic space now 
becomes useful when removed from the hang-up hook 
and presented to the checkout. Still further, because the 
area surrounding the hook hole typically did not include 
written information in the past, the positioning of the bar 
code around this hook hole allows for more efficient uti- 
lization of the space on the package for printed matter. 
[0010] These and other objects, advantages, purposes, features 
and benefits of the present invention will be apparent to 
one skilled in the art upon a review of the following speci- 
fication and the accompanying drawings. 
Brief Description of Drawings 

[001 1] FIG. 1 is a plan view of a package according to the present 
invention; 

[0012] FIG. 2 is a sectional view of the package of FIG. 1 taken 

along the line 11-11; 
[0013] FIG. 3 is a plan view of a package according to a second 

embodiment of the present invention; 
[0014] FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a package of the present 

invention; 



[0015] FIG. 5 is a plan view of a package according to another 

embodiment of the present invention; and 

[0016] FIG. 6 is a plan view of the back side of the package of 

FIG. 5. 
Detailed Description 

[0017] The present invention will now be described with refer- 
ence to the accompanying drawings wherein the reference 
numerals appearing in the following written description 
correspond to like numbered elements in the several 
drawings. A package 20 according to one aspect of the 
present invention is depicted in FIG. 1. Package 20 in- 
cludes a panel 22, an enclosure 24 which may house a re- 
tail item, and a bar code 26 printed on the front side of 
the panel 22. An aperture 28 is defined generally or sub- 
stantially at the center of bar code 26. Aperture 28 is pro- 
vided to receive a hook, peg, or other structure on which 
package 20 may be hung. Enclosure 24, which is depicted 
in more detail in FIG. 4, may include a front wall 30 and a 
peripheral wall 32. Front wall 30 and peripheral wall 32 
may be made out of plastic, although other materials may 
be used. These walls may be secured to panel 22 via an 
adhesive, or any other suitable bonding material or at- 
taching material or method. Peripheral wall 32, front wall 



30, and panel 22 define enclosure 24. Enclosure 24 
houses a retail item, which may be any retail item, al- 
though package 20 is suitably constructed for housing 
relatively small retail items that may be hung on hooks in 
retail environments. 
[0018] Panel 22 may be made out of a paper material, such as 
cardboard, although other materials may be used. Panel 
22 includes a front side 34 and a back side 36. Front side 
34 may be a glossy side that allows more visually appeal- 
ing information to be printed thereon. By positioning bar 
code 26 right over aperture 28, bar code 26 is positioned 
in a standard location which checkout clerks can recog- 
nize and easily orient the package for scanning. Still fur- 
ther, by placing bar code 26 over aperture 28, peripheral 
areas 38 on front side 34 that surround aperture 28 can 
be utilized for printing graphical material. This graphical 
material may include pictures, words, or a combination 
thereof. This allows the more desirable peripheral areas 
38 to be used for conveying information to the consumer, 
while leaving the less desirable area around aperture 28 
for the functional bar code 26, which has no appeal to 
consumers. 

[0019] B ar coc | e 26 is preferably sized relative to aperture 28 



such that aperture 28 will not interfere with the reading 
by a scanner of bar code 26. While other dimensions of 
bar code 26 relative to aperture 28 may be used, aperture 
28 may desirably have a diameter that is less than one 
half of the height of bar code 26. Aperture 28 may also be 
placed generally midway between the ends of bar code 26. 
Other positions of aperture 28, however, can also be uti- 
lized. Preferably, the aperture is positioned within the 
body portion or between the borders of the bar code so 
that the aperture does not interfere with or intersect or 
touch the edges of the bar code and does not interfere 
with the numbers and/or letters that are typically present 
along the lower edge of the bar code (as can be seen in 
FIGS. 1 and 3-6). The aperture is thus within the body of 
the bar code and avoids the outer regions or edges of the 
bar code, which is where the reading or scanning may of- 
ten or typically take place. Although shown as being posi- 
tioned at the front face of the header portion or card of 
the container, the bar code may be printed or otherwise 
formed at the rear face or back of the container, without 
affecting the scope of the present invention. 
[0020] while aperture 28 may be defined as circular, it may also 
be defined in other shapes. For example, and as shown in 



FIG. 3, an aperture 28' may have a narrower top portion 
40. Narrower top portion 40 in aperture 28' helps to cen- 
ter aperture 28' on the hook, peg, or other structure that 
is inserted through aperture 28'. The aperture may still 
take on other shapes other than those illustrated in FIGS. 
1 and 3, without affecting the scope of the present inven- 
tion. Still further, the bar code and the aperture may be 
positioned at other locations on the panel, without affect- 
ing the scope of the present invention. 
[0021] FIGS. 5 and 6 depict another package 20' according to an- 
other embodiment of the present invention. Package 20' 
differs from package 20 in that the enclosure is not de- 
fined by any peripheral walls. Rather, package 20' is com- 
prised of two sheets of material, such as foil, that are se- 
cured together about their borders. This sealing together 
of these materials about their borders defines cavities 42 
between the two sheets of materials. These cavities may 
house a fluid, such as an adhesive or other flowable ma- 
terial. The cavities 42 are thus defined in a manner com- 
parable to conventional ketchup packets. The cavities 42 
may also be defined in any of the manners disclosed in 
U.S. pat. application, Ser. No. 10/818,775, filed Apr. 6, 
2004 by Rosen et al. for CONTAINER FOR FLOWABLE 



PRODUCTS (Attorney Docket AME03 P-113), the disclo- 
sure of which is hereby incorporated herein by reference. 

[0022] | n t he illustrated embodiment of FIGS. 5 and 6, there are 
three cavities 42 in package 20'. Each cavity 42 is part of a 
segment 44 of package 20' that may be separately de- 
tached from package 20'. The segments may be defined 
by score lines that facilitate removal of one segment from 
another. Package 20' could be altered to have a single 
cavity 42, or a different number of cavities than that illus- 
trated in FIGS. 5 and 6. Package 20' includes an aperture 
28 that passes through a bar code 26. A plurality of 
graphical material can be seen printed in the peripheral 
areas 38 surrounding bar code 26. As an alternative to the 
two sheets of material that are sealed together to define 
cavities 42, a single sheet of material could be used that 
is folded over onto itself and sealed around the non- 
folded borders to define one or more cavities 42. 

[0023] Optionally, in another embodiment, the package may in- 
clude no enclosure, without affecting the scope of the 
present invention. Instead, the retail item may be attached 
to the panel by a physical structure, such as staples, ad- 
hesive tape, other adhesives, ties or some other type of 
fastener or the like. In this manner, the retail item can be 



coupled to the panel without the need for defining an en- 
closure. 

[0024] Therefore, the present invention provides a hanging prod- 
uct or package or container that positions the hanging 
aperture through the product identification code or bar 
code that is printed or otherwise formed at the header 
portion of the container or card. The bar code thus is in a 
location where it may be readily found and scanned at a 
checkout counter or the like. The aperture and bar code 
may be positioned at or near or along an upper edge por- 
tion of the container and thus may leave the other areas 
of the header portion and/or container available for print- 
ing other information or indicia thereon. 

[0025] while the present invention has been described in terms 
of the embodiments depicted herein and discussed above, 
it will be understood that the present invention is not lim- 
ited to these particular embodiments, but includes any 
and all such modifications that are within the spirit and 
scope of the present invention as defined in the appended 
claims. 



